ch 


ve 











Sy ed cae 


es 
ae 





| 


THE SOUTHERN 


ESBY TERIAN 
JOURNAL 


A Presbyterian semi-monthly magazine devoted to the oe 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints. 








P 












Volume VII — Number 13 NOVEMBER 1, 1948 Yearly Subscription $1.50 

















EDITORIAL 
In Appreciation — The Southern Presbyterian 
Evangelical Fellowship — Pedagogical 
Methods — Briefly - What Is Christianity? 
A New Edition — We Have Lost The Urgency 
The Place Of The Bible — Judgement Reserved 
One In Christ - The Message Of Amsterdam 
The Older Minister — Drawing The Net 
“A Guide To Confident Living” 


—_ —~>—__—_. 


THE BOOK OF CHRONICLES 
By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


_——_@———_— 


SHALL THE CHURCHES FORSAKE 
THE SCHOOLS? 


By Esther Cockrell Justus Presbyterian Laymen Speak 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS Program For Week Of Nov. 7 
(November 21-28) Speaker: Wm. A. L. Sibley of Union, Ss. hs 
Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker He is a native Georgian and a graduate in textile 


engineering from Georgia Tech. He is now Vice- 
President and Treasurer of one of the largest 





YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT textile mills in the country. He serves his church 
(November 21-28) on every level of its activities, as an elder in his 
Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster local church, as Treasurer of Home Missions in 


Enoree Presbytery, as Chairman of the Foreign 
Mission Committee in the Synod of S. C., and as 

WOMAN'S WORK a member of the Stewardship Committee of the 
Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette Assembly. His message will be on “The Christian 


Business Man.” 
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EDITORIAL 


In Appreciation 


With this issue we print the last of the series 
of the special articles on the Old Testament 
Books by Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. Dr. 
Young is the head of the Department of Hebrew 
in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, 
Pa. This special series on Old Testament Introduc- 
tion has been greatly appreciated by our many 
readers. We are happy to announce that an en- 
larged treatise on this whole series is to be brought 
out soon by Eerdman’s Publishing Company. We 
know that many of our readers will want to secure 
this series in book form. We expect to have other 
fine articles from Dr. Young’s pen from time to 
time. In the meantime we express our gratitude 
to God and to Dr. Young for blessings received 
through his ministry. —H.B.D 

———$_@——_——— 


The Southern Presbyterian 
Evangelical Fellowship 


A deep and growing concern for more positive 
doctrinal teaching in our colleges and seminaries 
recently resulted in a widely representative meet- 
ing held in Weaverville, N. C. 


Many of those who attended were supporters of 
the work of this Journal and these came to visit 
the site of the new office building of this paper 
and to note the progress made on its construction. 


However, the interest was centered primarily in 
more effectual evangelical teaching in our institu- 
tions. This was a serious-minded group, a praying 
group, and one deeply concerned for the welfare 
of our beloved Church. 


Following a full day of prayer and discussion an 
organization to be known as the Southern Presby- 
terian Evangelical Fellowship was formed. To this 
fellowship it is hoped men all over the Church will 
be attracted, and this attraction will center in a 
like faith and a like determination to witness to 
the historic doctrines of that faith. 


There is nothing new in the position of this 
group. They stand for the historic faith of our 





fathers and expressed their convictions in u- 
mistakable terms: 


a. The entire trustworthiness of the Word 
of God, the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice; 


b. The Westminster Confession of Faith and 
the Catechisms as containing the system of 
doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures. 


ce. The full deity of our Lord, involving the 
fact of His virgin birth, His substitutionary 
atonement to satisfy divine justice, His mighty 
works and miracles as recorded in the New 
Testament, His bodily resurrection, and His 
sure return in power and glory. 


The one obvious and persistent note in this meet- 
ing was that there is a need for a more positive 
form of teaching in our institutions, teaching 
which takes note of declensions from truth found 
all about us but which is so positive regarding 
truth that students have their faith strengthened, 
not impaired, by their courses. 


It was particularly significant that the officers 
of this new organization come chiefly from those 
outside of the official family of this Journal or 
the now quiescent Continuing Church Committee. 


There is an ever-increasing and widening nun- 
ber of men who will stand up and be counted on 
the side of conservative evangelical leadership. 
Truly this is a heartening sign. —H.B.D. 

—_—@——— 


Pedagogical Methods 


Webster defines the art of teaching in a num- 
ber of ways but they all may be summed up as 
imparting knowledge. This may be “making known 
a subject, or “showing how” a thing is done, 
“making aware” of truth and facts. 


In our judgment the obligations and respons 
bilities of a teacher and preacher are the high- 
est in the world. This responsibility is so great 
because influence for right or wrong, truth o 
error, is being extended far beyond the church 
auditorium or the class room and multiplied agall 
and again in the lives of others. 


We have been amazed and depressed recently by 
conversations with several young men who have 
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come under the influence of a new type of peda- 
gogical method which is not teaching. This new 
method is characterized by a lack of conviction; 
an unwillingness to take a stand; by teaching by 
implication, or lack of it and finally by presenta- 
tion of various “theories” with reference to vital 
Christian truths, leaving the acceptance or re- 
jection of the same entirely to the decision of 
the student. As one student said, “We were shown 
four glasses, three contained water and one poison 
but we were never told which glass contained the 
poison.” 


As a student in High School, later in Univer- 
sity and finally in Medical School it was our 
privilege to be under men who believed something, 
had a reason for their faith and who felt their 
keen responsibility to pass on their knowledge 
and faith to those looking to them for teaching. 


Without apology we state that unless a man has 
knowledge coupled with faith he has no right to 
teach. We recognize that in many subjects and on 
many points there are differences of viewpoint 
which are nonessential, differences which may be 
explained and the ultimate choice left to the stu- 
dent. But, in the vital things of the Word of God, 
Christian teachers can only justify their calling 
when they impart their faith to others who in 
turn shall tell others. In the positive things of 
Christianity there is no room for negaive ae 


Briefly — What Is 


Christianity? 


“Christianity is a way of life.” Just follow the 
teachings of Jesus in your every-day life; just 
surrender to Him and live out His program; do 
not bother about doctrine—true Christianity is 
concerned with vital living in this crucial age, and 
not with doctrine or definite creed. So say many 
of the nation’s most prominent pulpiteers and 
radio preachers today; that is the rule-of-thumb 


definition of Christianity given by the Modern- 
ists, 


To contend that this definition, though brief, 
%& correct and adequate is, to this layman’s mind, 
sheer, unadulterated bunk in its most chemically 
pure and crystalline form. 


For Christianity, if it is anything at all, is 
something decidedly more deep-down-diving-and- 
mud-up-bringing than that, as the free-thinking 
H. L. Mencken once put it. 


_ Well then, what is Christianity? “Christianity 
8a way of life founded on a doctrine.” And the 
doctrine referred to centers around the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and who He was, and what He did for us. 
That definition, though brief, is both correct and 
adequate; it does not stress the importance of 
aily Christian living less than does the Modernist 
definition—it merely insists that the all-essential 
element of Christian doctrine be included. This 
efinition was once given by Dr. J. Gresham 
Machen, that great New Testament scholar with 
the massive learning and the 21-jewel intellect. 


The Modernists or Liberals still refuse to add 
the words “founded on a doctrine” to their defini- 
tion. And to buttress their own inadequate defini- 
he they have produced many books and formu- 
ated many treatises in recent years. 
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But, as that well-known, Harvard-trained news 
columnist, Walter Lippmann, himself not a pro- 
fessing Christian, has well written: “The Liberals 
have yet to answer Dr. Machen when he says that 
‘the Christian movement at its inception was not 
just a way of life in the modern sense, but a 
way of life founded upon a message. It was based, 
not upon mere feeling, not upon a mere program 
of work, but on an account of facts.’ It was based 
on the story of the birth, the life, the ministry, 
the death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 

+ —C. W. A. 


A New Edition 

The prospectus of the Westminster Study Bible 
has appeared. It is inviting, interesting, enchanting. 
The introduction of the brochure advises: “This 
is not just another Bible.” It is presented for the 
ordinary reader, affording helps not otherwise 
readily accessible. These aids are in the form of 
historical articles, introductory data to each book, 
foot-notes and explanations, with complete con- 
cordance, dictionary, and maps. The publishers 
claim this to be the first STUDY BIBLE to face 
frankly the problems of Biblical Scholarship in the 
light of modern knowledge, while maintaining “a 
thoroughly Protestant attitude and an evangelical 
point of view” (underscoring added). In the be- 
ginning the reader is told that the objective is to 
make the Bible a living book for all, to enable those 
often puzzled to say: “Now I can really enjoy my 
Bible.” The editors comprise an impressive array 
of scholars of repute, including some of other 
denominations than Presbyterian—two of our own 
Church, together with Dr. Hromadka of Czecho- 
slovakia, having been excused on account of “other 
responsibilities due to the war.” From four to six 


—_ “studied, revised, and completed the labors 
of all.” 


It is greatly to be regretted that, judging in the 
light of the prospectus, the new edition’s notes 
seem to be inclined away from conservatism. On 
the two sample pages, occur comments quite dis- 
concerting save presumably to those who accept 
the principles of the so-called Higher Criticism. 
Is the Bible a straight-forward Book, written by 
honest men, inspired of God to hand down His 
revelation? Or is it merely the best of man-made 
books, containing errors and misstatements, with 
the limitations and the ruses common to all human 
literary productions? 


On the page from the Old Testament, containing 
part of Genesis 49, with notes pertinent, we read: 
“. . . The allusions in the poem are to conditions 
in the period of Judges, Samuel, and David. The 
date of composition therefore, is probably in the 
10th century B.C. Evidently the poet interpreted 
Jacob’s final blessing in this form, somewhat in 
the same way as the author of Deut. Chaper 33, in 
his own day, attempted to interpret the final bless- 
ing of Moses to the people of Israel ... ” The im- 
plicit denial of supernatural revelation is hardly 
less disturbing than is the moral problem of an 
“inspired” falsification. 


Also the notes at the bottom of the page selected 
from the New Testament, in this new edition, cause 
misgivings. Of course a thorough student could 
make proper discrimination. Regarding Matthew 5, 
verse 18, we have: “These words, if taken literally, 
cannot have been spoken by Jesus, for in Verses 
34-39, he boldly sets aside explicit words of the 
Law .. .”. The first part of this statement might 
be permissible, though unfortunate in wording: the 
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latter portion is far from the truth. Does culpable 
ignorance or the Jack-be-nimble processes of the 
Higher Criticism account for such execrable ex- 
planation! A comparison with other illustrations 
given by the Lord in this chapter will indicate that 
He was criticizing adversely, in no case the Old 
Testament of God, but the profanely selfish misin- 
terpretation of the same by those of old time, with 
direct thrust at the men of His own day who were 
their lineal descendants-in-error. 


Money cannot nourish the body, nor scholarship 
the soul: the plain Word of God even with its 
indigestibles, is still the bread of life. It is vain 
of course to wish that a fact were not a fact; but 
one could wish that these pages were not a fair 
sample of what the New Translation, the West- 
minster Bible, contains. Only its users can de- 
termine that question, when the book is available 
to the public. —R.F.G 


We Have Lost The 
Urgency 


The church is looking over its instruments and 
checking the bandages and the gauze. It is making 
sure that all is sterile, and at hand. It surveys the 
lights in the operating room and the table and all 
the equipment, while the patient dies! There is 
much filing of names and addresses and appraising 
prospects and organizing the work to the last 
detail; all of which is without final significance 
unless we are actually seeking the lost and so 
living that we can and do testify with power to our 
Saviour as the only hope of men as individuals 
and therefore as nations. 





The story is told of an oil manufacturer who 
produced and refined the most perfect lubricating 
oil ever known. In describing his set up he spoke 
of one building for the separation of the oil from 
the original source, another building was used 
for it’s ultimate refining, and in a third building 
it was canned for immediate and the most con- 
venient use. When asked where such a lubricant 
could be purchased on the market, he replied: 
“Oh, we don’t put out any of that lubrication, we 
use it all on our own machinery.” 


Unless we lift up our eyes unto the hills: and 
unless we lift up our eyes on the fields white unto 
harvest; unless something of the Urgency that was 
in the great heart of Christ possesses us; men 
stumble on by us out into the darkness forever 
and we shall miss the meaning of our commission 
from Him for them. —S.McPh.G. 


——_@——— 


The Place Of The Bible 


In the July issue of Interpretation, an editorial 
entitled “The Bible at Amsterdam” begins with 
the question: “If the authority of the Bible is not 
accepted, then what is meant by ‘ecumenical 
unity?’”’ There follows a discussion of the last of 
the five reports prepared by commissions and 
comprehensive of the theme of the Amsterdam 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. This 
fifth report deals with “The Biblical Authority 
for the Social and Political Message of the Church 
Today,” and according to the editorial shows, 


through many differences of opinion, a “mood of 
unity in attentiveness to the biblical revelation,” 
which one may doubt that biblical scholars a few 
decades ago would have shown. The editorial takes 
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this to be “a note of regard for the authority of 
the Bible struck here that has often been missing 
in the ecumenical movement” and “a candid ae. 
ceptance of the fact that unless some measure of 
unity is found and expressed at Amsterdam as 
to the place of the Bible, it will not be possible 
to achieve much in the way of unity at all and 
less of a vital message to the world.” In its cop. 
cluding paragraph, the editorial says: “From the 
standpoint of the church itself, it can hardly be 
doubted that a demonstration of unity in this 
matter of attitude to the authority of the Bible 
will be an event of lasting importance ... From 
the standpoint of the world, a united witness to 
the authority of the Word of God in the Bible 
would be as immediately important.” 


The editor has hit the nail on the head. It is 
true that real unity of the church and its vital 
message to the world DO depend upon “the place 
of the Bible” in the thought and life and work 
of the church. But will that place be the place of 
authority it should have as the Word of God on 
any such view of the Bible as now prevails not 
only among the leaders of the ecumenical move- 
ment but in the seminaries of the church? The 
prevailing view seems to be that the Bible is not 
the Word of God, but (as the older higher criti- 
cism said) here and there contains the Word of 
God, the critic or the reader to decide where in 
Scripture the Word of God is and where it isn’t; 
or (as the newer higher criticism under Barthian 
influence sees it) that the Bible may be the Word 
of God and may not be, depending on circun- 
stance or individual, since truth itself is not abso- 
lute but relative, and consequently what is true 
for me may not be true for you, and what is true 
for both of us today may not be true for either 
of us tomorrow. 


Undoubtedly, the question raised in the Inter- 
pretation editorial is timely and vital. What, in- 
deed, will be the meaning—and, we may add, the 
result—of an ecumenical unity which that sort of 
conception of the Bible underlies? It takes some 
stretch of the imagination and some strain on the 
faculty of wishful thinking to expect the result 
to be the scriptural “unity of the Spirit . . . one 
body, and one Spirit . . . one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all.” 


In order to that unity the church as the Spirit- 
formed body of Christ, there will have to be in the 
thought and life and work of the church the fully 
authoritative “place of the Bible’? which is recog- 
nized by the Westminster Confession of Faith in 
its statement: “The Supreme Judge, by which all 
controversies of religion are to be determined, 
and all decrees of councils, opinions of ancient 
writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits are 
to be examined, and in whose sentence we are t0 
rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit speak- 
ing in the Scripture.” —wW. T. We 

sictincaliiliidiaiin 


Judgement Reserved 


Several years ago we heard parts of several 
sermons over the radio by a certain “radi0 
evangelist.” They were true to the gospel and 
contained a most earnest plea for men to tum 
from sin and accept Jesus Christ as Savior. 


More recently we have heard some very serious 
accusations against this individual, things which 
if true would place him behind the bars. The 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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The Books Of Chronicles 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the thirty-ninth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


To the English reader it may seem strange to 
consider the books of Chronicles as the last books 
in the Old Testament, but such they are in the 
Jewish canon, the canon which was used by our 
Lord. In the Hebrew they bear the title, The book 
of the words of the day, i.e., Chronicles. In the 
Greek translation which is known as the Sep- 
tuagint, however, they have a title which is in the 
Genitive plural and means, “Of the things which 
are omitted” or “left over.” This name is some- 
times used even today, and it is not uncommon 
to hear these books spoken of as Paralipomena. 
The word “Chronicles” is due to Jerome, who 
spoke of the books as the “Chronicle of the entire 
sacred history.” 


Originally, these two books were one, and the 
present division is due to the arrangement in the 
Septuagint translation. Furthermore, in this Sep- 
tuagint translation these books follow immediately 
after Kings, and this order has been continued 
in our English Bibles. However, since these books 
were not written by a prophet, they are better 
regarded as belonging in the third division of the 
Old Testament canon, the Writings. 


The Nature Of Chronicles 


In order to understand the nature and the pur- 
pose of these books it is first necessary to con- 
sider the time in which they were written. While 
it is not possible to ascertain the exact year of 
composition, nevertheless it is obvious that the 
| books were written after the return from the exile 

in Babylon. The last recorded event is the edict 
| of Cyrus, king of the Persians, by which the Jews 

Were permitted to return to sheir homeland in 
Palestine. How long, however, after the return to 
| Palestine were the books written? 


In answering this question there is one passage 
which above all others must be considered. It is a 
passage which is genealogical in nature, and is 
found in 1 Chronicles 3:10 ff. In this passage, it is 
Sometimes asserted, the genealogy of Zerubbabel 
' 8 carried on to the sixth generation. Now, if we 
| date Zerubbabel about 520 B.C. and allow approxi- 
_ IMately twenty years for a generation, we come 

down to 400 B.C. Hence, it is concluded by many, 
the book of Chronicles was not composed until 
' after 400 B.C., and probably about 350 B.C. 
_ or even later. A very widespread viewpoint as to 
; the date of the book, then, is that it was composed 
in the fourth century B.C. or even later. 


Before we turn to a consideration of this dis- 
| puted passage we ask the reader to open his 
» Bible and to read carefully 1 Chr. 3:19-21. Now 
a the basic question to be answered is this, Does 
zi i passage actually carry on the genealogy of 
: fee eee for six generations? Let us read care- 
hal’ If we examine these verses with care we 
: all notice that they carry on the genealogy of 

crupbabel for two generations, namely, Zerub- 
-. el—-Hananiah—Pelatiah. But that is as far as 
crubbabel’s genealogy is carried. In verse nine- 
fen we are told that Zerubbabel had two sons 


and one daughter. In verse twenty a number of 
names are given, and these are probably to be 
regarded as the sons of JZerubbabel. In verse 
twenty-one we are told that Hananiah had a son 
nameh Pelatiah. Then in the remainder of the 
verse there is mentioned Isaiah, also a son of 
Hananiah. Then, however, there follows the men- 
tion of four distinct families. It should be noted 
that their relationship to Zerubbabel is not stated. 
Evidently the purpose in mentioning these four 
families was simply to bring into remembrance 
some of the principal men of the time of Hananiah. 
However, this is in no sense a continuation of 
the genealogy of Zerubbabel. Hence, it is utterly 
incorrect to say that this genealogy is carried on 
for six generations. Such simply is not the case. 
Consequently, this passage, to which appeal is 
generally made for the late date of Chronicles, 
in reality does not support this date at all. 


Not only are there many who place the date 
of the composition of Chronicles at a very late 
period, but there are also many who refuse to 
ascribe to these books much value or credibility. 
The school of Julius Wellhausen, for example, 
attributed to the books little historical value, but 
rather considered them as presenting idealized 
history. The author of Chronicles was supposed to 
be a man who sought to get across a certain end, 
the exaltation of the priests. 


However, we must reject any such view of 
Chronicles. It is more and more coming to be 
understood that these books are of greater value 
than the Wellhausen school would allow. Here, as 
at many other points, the attitude and position 
of Wellhausen is being recognized as incorrect. 
It is apparent that the author is endeavoring to 
give to those who have returned from the exile 
a view of God’s dealings in Israel’s history and 
in particular to exalt the Davidic dynasty, but it 
does not follow that the books are historically 
untrustworthy. 


The theme which the author of Chronicles is 
setting forth is one that is also found elsewhere 
in the Bible. It is that God demands obedience 
to His holy Law, and that true blessing follows 
upon such obedience. In carrying out this theme 
the author adds much material that is not found 
in the parallel passages in Kings, and for this 
reason his work is of particular value. A number 
of scholars who do not accept the infallible au- 
thority of the sacred Scriptures nevertheless are 
coming to recognize that Chronicles is valuable 
and trustworthy, even in those parts which are 
not parallel to Kings. Hence, we who believe the 
Bible to be the Word of God may read these parts 
with confidence. We need not be troubled by every 
statement that German criticism thinks it must 
make. 


In all probability the books of Chronicles were 
written down during the fifth century before the 
advent of the Lord. It may be that Ezra was the 
author or at least one of the scribes who was 
under his influence. Of this, however, we cannot 
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be certain. Of one thing we may be certain. The 
books of Chronicles are trustworthy and valuable. 
They have a message even for us of today, and 
we harm ourselves if we neglect to read and study 
them. 

Conclusion 


With these brief remarks upon the books of 
Chronicles the present series of articles upon Old 
Testament Introduction comes to a close. The 
Writer would state that it has been a pleasure to 
write these articles and would express his hearty 
thanks to. those who have had the patience and 
the kindness to read them. 


“One purpose which I have tried to accomplish 
in thus writing is to make the content of the Old 
Téstament more easily understood. For that rea- 
son, in nearly all of the articles there has been 
included an analysis of the book in question. If 
the reader will take his Bible and with the help 
of these analyses will study the particular book, 
he will come to appreciate the wondrous structure 
and harmony of thought which is found in the 
thirty-nine books of the Old Testament. 


There are those who neglect the Old Testa- 
ment almost entirely. There are even some min- 
isters of the Gospel who rarely preach from it. 
Possibly one reason for this is that the Hebrew 
language, in which the Old Testament is written, 
is generally regarded (to speak mildly) as diffi- 
cult. But probably another reason for the general 
neglect of the Old Testament is to be found in 
the absence of suitable commentaries and helps 
for its study. It is indeed to be hoped that the 
present series will at least have served as an 
introduction to this portion of God’s revelation. 
If it will even to a small degree awaken an interest 
in the Old Testament, then it will indeed be 
worthwhile. 


There are some who say that we can get along 


without the Old Testament. We have the New © 


Testament, and particularly the Gospels, it is 
argued, and they are sufficient. But, we say it 
reverently, they are not sufficient. The Old Testa- 
ment is a preparation for the New, and if we are 
rightly to understand the New, we must have the 
Old. Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
speak of Jesus Christ the Redeemer. He is the 
central theme of the entire Bible, and we dare 


not neglect anything that God has revealed to 
us concerning Him. 


Today the Old Testament is under severe fire. 
We who defend the trustworthiness of the entire 
Word of God are generally referred to as ultra- 
conservative. We are said to be well meaning, 
but behind the times. Men today want a Bible 
that they can control. They want a Bible in which 
there is error. They want to regard the Bible as 
nothing more than a product of the literary genius 
of. the Jew, and they would ascribe to God a 
very small part in its composition. They would 
equate inspiration and even special revelation 
with God’s ordinary providential dealings. 


‘We for our part cannot accept any such view 
of the Sacred Scriptures. To us they are Sacred 
because they are God breathed. In a certain sense 
they are human writings, but in the final analysis 
their author is none other than the Spirit of God 
Himself. To maintain this view with any serious- 
ness today means to open oneself to criticism, 
abuse and ridicule. The man on the street probably 
does not realize this. The average member of the 
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Church probably does 


not realize it. But it is not 


a popular thing today to espouse with serious- 
ness the view that the Scriptures are infallible 


and authoritative and 


inerrent. It is not a popular 


thing, but it is a very blessed thing. The crying 
need for the day is for men who are consecrated, 


who believe with all 


their hearts the Bible and 


who possess the scholarly equipment to stand in 


the arena of debate 


and public life and to pro- 


claim, “Thus saith the Lord.” 


Hence, these articles will close with an appeal. 
Is there not some young man who will give his 
life to the study, defense and proclamation of the 


Old Testament? The 
will not mean going i 


call is not an easy one. It 
nto the darkest parts of the 


African jungle, but it will mean long, tedious 
years of study of the Hebrew and Arabic lan- 


guages, of Aramaic, 
Semitic languages. It 


Syriac, Assyrian and other 
will mean the necessity of 


studying the latest output of German criticism. It 
will mean that there will be little of the plaudits 
of men and of earthly reward. But it will also 


mean the opportunity 
and positiveness upon 


of speaking with authority 
the Scriptures. It will mean 


the blessed opportunity of teaching young men to 
go forth and preach with conviction and assurance. 
May God raise up such young scholars today, met 
who will devote their lives to the exposition of 
His holy Word! The Church is in desperate need 
of such men. The call is indeed urgent. 


And may not we all who read these lines re 
solve to be more faithful to the glorious Scrip- 


tures? May not we 
more carefully, to s 


also resolve to read them 
tudy them more faithfully, 


and to live our lives in their holy light? “Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path. Thy word have I hid in my heart that! 
might not sin against Thee. Open Thou mine eyes 
that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy 


Law.” 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Nov. 21: Poetry 
In The Bible 


Scripture: I Samuel 2:1-10; II Samuel 1:19-27; 
Psalms 23-24; 103; 136; 1-9; Lamentations 3:19- 
39: Habakkuk 3:17-19; Luke 1:46-55. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 147:1-12: 


Poetry, music, singing, has always been an 
integral of the worship of the true God. Our re- 
ligion, Christianity, is a singing religion, for we 
have so much to praise God for, and so many ways 
of praising Him—with our voices, and with in- 
strumental music: the redeemed of the Lord must 
“say so,” and music is one way of “saying so.” 
The Hymnal and the Bible have always gone hand 
in hand, and the Psalms which is the Hymn Book 
of the Bible, is the inspired response of the hu- 
man heart to the goodness, the grandeur, the 
power, and nature of our God. The Psalms ring 
with “Praise ye the Lord.” 


David, the great soldier, poet, musician and king, 
brought this part of worship to its highest per- 
fection. He organized and trained his singers so 
that this could be a glorious means of expressing 
their adoration of Jehovah. 


The Psalms run the whole gamut of human 
experience in relation to the Supreme Ruler of 
the Universe, from the highest joy to the deepest 
woe; from the heart-broken cry of the repentant 
sinner to the rhapsody of the redeem saint. 
There are Messianic Psalms, which are a form of 
Prophecy, as the Twenty-second; Nature Psalms 
like the 104th, Psalms on the Word of God, 
like the 119th; Penitential Psalms, as the 51st.; 
Psalms of Praise, like the 148th. 


he Poetry of the Bible is not confined to the 
Psalms. Many poems are scattered through other 
sections, and much of Prophecy is Poetry. Our 
lesson takes some of these examples of Poetry as 
we find them in different places. 


1. Praising God for Answered Prayers and Vic- 
tory: I Samuel 2:1-10. Hannah had prayed for a 
man child and promised to lend him to the Lord. 

hen her prayer is answered she breaks forth into 
exulting praise and thanksgiving. 


ane is rejoicing especially over her adversary— 


ninah—who had made life miserable for her. 
he passes on to the thought that “the adversaries 
of the Lord shall be broken in pieces” Our vic- 
tories over our earthly enemies are but types of 


Hat ultimate victory of our God over all the forces 


This 1s not only the theme of Hannah, but the 
outstanding note of many of the Psalms. Life 

a battlefield and only ignorant idealists and 

ag refuse to see it as such. Our adversaries 
:: the adversaries of the Lord are numerous, 
“eeressive, and hard to conquer. In fact, we cannot 
: Pyeust except in the strength of the Lord. (See 
4 ne 6:10-18). We must have the whole 
: eames of God. We cannot understand the Im- 
a oy ory Psalms unless we realize this important 


Much of the Poetry of the Bible is in the form 
of battle songs, from the Song of Miriam on the 
banks of the Red Sea to the final song of triumph 
in the book of Revelation. 


II. Eulogy for a Departed Friend. II Samuel 
1:19-27. David and Jonathan were devoted friends. 
When Saul and Jonathan were slain in battle 
David writes this beautiful and touching poem 
about them, especially about his friend Jonathan. 
We see the poetic genius of David as he writes 
these words of praise and sorrow. 


Deep experiences of sorrow often call out the 
poetry that is within us. This is true of many of 
our sweetest hymns. George Matheson could never 
have written “O Love that will not let me go,” 
unless he had had the tragic and heart-breaking 
experience of a human love which had let him go. 
The great poem of Alfred Tennyson, “In Me- 
morium,” came because of a similar experience 
to that of David in the loss of his friend. 


III. Our Shepherd-King: the King of Glory: 
Psalms 23-24. Nothing has ever been written in 
the field of poetry to surpass the Twenty-third 
Psalm. It is perhaps the best known and the best 
loved chapter in the Bible. As children we learn 
it at our mother’s knee, and as old people we 
lean upon it as we come to the valley of the shadow 
of death, and in all the years between it meets 
the need of our hearts. 


And the Shepherd is our King: the King of 
Glory. But He is willing to come into our hearts 
if we will lift the gates and let Him in. 


And These two short Psalms are linked to- 
gether. Is He—the Christ—our Shepherd-King? 
Have we opened the gate of our soul to Him? 
Has He really gotten in? Can we “Put our finger 
on the MY” as the little boy did as he lay dying? 


IV. “Forget Not All His Benefits’: Psalm 103. 
This is the inspired version of our much-sung 
Hymn, “Count your many blessings, Name them 
one by one, And it will surprise you What the 
Lord hath done.” David is enumerating some of 
the countless blessings of God, urging us to re- 
member and praise Him for them. 


Forgiveness. We believe in the forgiveness of 
sin, according to our much-repeated Creed, but 
do we consider what it cost God to forgive, and do 
we thank Him for this forgiveness in Christ? Would 
He not be pleased if we expressed our heart-felt 
gratitude for this unspeakable blessing? 


Healing. Healing of the body, often. The prayer 
of faith has healed many a diseased body; the 
prayer of faith always heals a sin-sick soul. 


Redeems from destruction. There has often 
been but a step between us and death; but He 
redeems us from utter destruction at the hands 
of our great enemy. 


Crowns us with loving-kindness and tender mez- 
cies, which are new every morning and renewed 
every evening. 


Satisfies us with good things. Do we people of 
America appreciate this land of plenty? 
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His care for the oppressed; His pity for His 
children. 


The Psalm closes with a renewal of “Bless the 
Lord”: who can help blessing Him when they count 
His blessings? 


V. “His Mercy Endureth Forever’: Psalm 136:- 
1-9. These words form the oft-repeated chorus of 
this Psalm of praise. There are three companion 
words often used by Paul and John; Grace; Mercy; 
Peace. These are “bonnie” words for sinners to 
hear. “Have mercy upon me, O Lord” is a most 
familiar prayer, sometimes used in despair by 
very wicked men. The thought in this Psalm is 
thanking and praising God for His never-ending 
mercy. What would we do if it were not for this 
mercy of our God? 


IV. “Affliction,” “Misery,” ‘The Wormwood 
and the Gall’: Lam. 3:19-39. We have Hymns 
which we use at funerals. The dirge is a familiar 
form of poetry: Lamentations is the “Funeral 
Hymn” of an apostate nation. Jeremiah, the 
weeping prophet, saw his beloved nation go into 
captivity. He is the best fitted of all the prophets 
to write such a doleful book. It is sad to see a 


friend or loved one die; how sad to see a nation 
die! 


In the midst of untold miseries, the wormwood 
and the gall, he sees the Lord’s mercies. If it were 
not for these, we would be consumed: ‘According 
to the multitude of His mercies.” The Christian 
“Dirge” ought to always have this note of cheer 
for God’s suffering saints. Do we see His mercies 
through our tears? It does us good to remember, 
when our hearts are breaking, that “He does not 
afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men” 
(Verse 33) Our sins bring on our sorrows. Our 
sins caused Him to be a “Man of Sorrows”: surely 
He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. 
We can understand better and praise Him for His 
mercies in Christ as we see Him shed tears. The 
weeping prophet was a type of the Weeping Savior. 


VII. Rejoicing in the Lord: Hab. 3:17-19: We 
— HIM when all else fails: we can rejoice in 
im. 


VIII. The Song of Mary: Luke 1:46-55. We 
honor Mary, but must not worship her. 


a 


Lesson For Nov. 28: Parables 
In The Bible 


Scripture: Isaiah 5:1-7; Mathew 13:31-33, 44-46; 
Luke 10:25-37; 15:3-32. Devotional Reading: Mat- 
thew 13:10-16, 51-52. 


_ Most of the parables of the Bible are found 
in the Gospels. The Great Teacher used them to 
impart spiritual truth to His Disciples. There 
are about ten parables in the Old Testament; 
thirty-one in the New. 


A Parable has been called “an earthly story with 
a heavenly meaning.” We might call them natural 
stories with a supernatural background, or ma- 
terial stories with spiritual application. In the 
parable we place two classes of things side by side 
and illustrate one with the other. 


The disciples asked the Master, “Why speakest 
thou unto them in parables?” He answers, “Be 
cause it is given unto you to know the mysteries 


of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not 
given.” One of the best explanations of this js 
given by Lenski in his Interpretation of Matthew, 
page 511. We quote in part: “Due to something 
that transpired in the past, the one group now 
has this gift to know, the other has it not. What 
had occurred in the past that caused this present 
difference? The Scriptures answer: no unwilling. 
ness on God’s part to give, but only the up. 
willingness of so many to receive His grace and 
gift. Persistently declining the grace and gift 
when it first came to them, these people re- 
mained without it. Thus they are now without the 
necessary requisites for receiving the knowledge 
of the blessed mysteries of the kingdom. To know 
these “has not been given to them” because they 
nullified every effort of God and of Christ to 
bestow this gift on them.” 


I. The Song of the Vineyard: Isaiah 5:1-7. This 
Parable is in the form of a song, the Song of the 
Vineyard, and its spiritual application is very clear 
and plain. 


In the midst of the song a question is asked, 
“what could have been done more to my vine- 
yard?” Surely it was not God’s fault that when 
He came looking for grapes, He found only wild 
grapes. God had indeed been good to Israel. He 
had done for His people all that could have been 
done. Now when He looks for Justice and righteous- 
ness, He finds nothing but oppression and a cry. 
Then comes the warning: just as the vineyard had 
to be destroyed, so will it be with Israel; woes 
are coming upon her. (Compare with Mark 12). 


Can we not sing a similar song about America, 
and ask the same pertinent question? America, 
the beautiful and blessed of God. We have been 
protected and made the most prosperous land in 
the world. God is looking for “grapes,” for fruit. 
Is He finding mostly “wild grapes,” sour and 
worthless? what are the outstanding marks of our 
country? We were astounded to read the report 
of an outstanding authority on one phase of 
American life in one of our well-known maga 
zines lately. If the figures given are any ways 
near correct, and there seems little doubt about 
this, then we have an awful state of morale, no 
better than many a heathen land. Do we not see 
the sad scars of sin everywhere? Will our nation 
escape when all others have succumbed? Is God 
any more a respecter of nations, than of persons? 
It would be well for us to read this parable and 
put our name in the place of Israel. 


II. The Mustard Seed and the Leaven: Matthew 
13:31-33. These two parables are usually taken to 
mean the growth of the kingdom. one, the out 
ward, and the other the inward development. This 
view is well stated by Lenski in his splendid Inter- 
pretation of Matthew. 


It is well to realize, however, that another great 
Bible interpreter, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, ome 
of the soundest and best of conservative scholars, 
takes a very different view. Since the parable § 
not interpreted by the Great Teacher, we wil 
have to use our own brains to determine its meal- 
ing, always seeking the enlightenment of the Holy 
Spirit. If we will look up the comments of thes 
two men, it will well repay us. 


III. The Hid Treasure and the Pearl of Great 
Price: Matthew 13-44-46. Both of these parables 
teach the Value of the Kingdom. The Master ha 
said in the Sermon on the Mount, “Seek ye 
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the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you.” 


In these parables He takes some of the valuable 
“things” of earth and shows that heavenly “things” 
are far more valuable. Men seek for treasure, 
and buy up pearls. When men realize the value 
of the Kingdom, they will seek for it and sell all 
| they have to obtain it. Jesus said that unless a 
man forsakes all that he hath, he cannot be My 
disciple. We must put first things first. 


IV. The Good Samaritan: Who is my neighbor? 
Luke 10:25-37. This parable was spoken in answer 
to the question of the lawyer, after his first ques- 
tion had been answered. “He, willing to justify 
himself, said unto Jesus, ‘And who is my neigh- 
bor?’” Jesus had quoted to him the summary of 
the Ten Commandments, ending, “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” The Jewish Rabbis had 
many teachings concerning their neighbors. 


| The Story is most familiar, told in all its di- 
» Tectness and simplicity. 


, Its answer to the lawyer’s question teaches us 
at anyone in need is our neighbor, no matter 


pcational 


* sibel are. > i 
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Ider of detailed informa- 
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of Sunday School Lessons. 


who he is, where he is, or what his condition. It 
goes further, teaching us that we should do ALL 
we can for those who are in need. Its command 
is, “Go, and do likewise.” 


What is our attitude towards those in need? 
Or our fellow men in general? Is it the attitude 
of the robbers who took all he had? This is the 
way many people and nations treat other people 
and nations. Is it one of utter indifference, or mild 
curiosity. Or do we feel and act like the Good 
Samaritan? 


We heard a very striking outline of this parable 
once at a Commencement Address at Mitchell Col- 
lege, but have forgotten the name of the speaker. 
It ran something like this, and was called “Three 
Philosophies of Life’: 


(1) The Philosophy of the Robbers: What is 
yours, is mine, if I can get it: The attitude of 
Greed and Violence. There are many ways of 
robbing besides the one mentioned in the parable. 


(2) The Philosophy of the Priest and Levite: 
What is mine, is mine, and I am going to keep it: 
the attitude of Utter Selfishness. Certainly we 
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have many who follow this Philosophy of life in 
our day. 


(3) The Philosophy of the Good Samaritan: 
What is mine, is yours, if you need it. These are 
the people who are following the way the Master 
trod, and are contributing to the health, happiness 
and salvation of their fellow men. 


We have felt for years that this “earthly story” 
has a most heavenly meaning if we consider it as 
typical of the Great Servant Himself. He found 
us—the whole human race—robbed, wounded, 
dying—yea, dead—in sin. He did not “pass by on 
the other side.”” He came, He ministered to our 
need, He did far more than the Good Samaritan; 
He gave Himself for us, healed us, and took us, 
not to a hotel, but into His Home and Family, 
making us His brethren and heirs. 


V. Jesus’ Love for Sinners: Three lovely stories: 
Luke 15:3-32. These parables were spoken to 
answer the criticism. of the scribes and Pharisees 
who said “this Man receiveth sinners and eateth 








Nov. 21: Unity 
Introduction 


During the period between World War I and 
World War II we heard much of the kind of a 
world we wanted to build for ourselves, and in the 
days just before World War II we outlined this 
world in terms of freedoms—freedom of as- 
sembly, worship, from want and fear. And now 
we have the chapter of the United Nations. As 
we study these great statements of our ideals 
and desires for the world it is good for us to re- 
member from whence these ideas have first come. 
In this program let us center our worship about 
one of the many portions of the Word of God that 
tells us of the kind of world we want and the 
kind that is to be by God’s grace and work, for 
it is from the Word of God that the vision of this 
world has come. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Micah 4:1-5 


1. A World United under the Authority of God. 
Verse 1-2. 


2. A World United in Peace because of God. 
Verse 3. 


3. A World 
Verse 4. 


4. A World United in Freedom to Worship God. 
Verse 5 


United in Freedom from Fear. 


Suggestions 


All Christians recognize the Biblical portions 
that speak of the kind of world that is to be, yet 
many Christians differ in their ideas about how 
God is going to bring that world about and what 
He expects us to do in this day and age to help 
Him. It might be a good idea to invite your 
pastor or some good Bible student in your church 
to come and give a talk on some of these passages 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Nov. 1, 194 





with them.” Why did Jesus receive sinners and eg 
with them? Because He loved them and wished t 
save them: He came to seek and to save tha 
which was lost; sinners lost; lost like The Log 
Sheep, The Lost Coin; The Lost Boy. 


His love for sinners is like the love which 4 
shepherd has for his sheep. If he loses one, he gog 
after it until he finds it. We have here an j. 
lustration of His Seeking Love. “All we, like sheep, 
have gone astray.” How foolish are sheep; how 
foolwh are men. Jesus was always seeking fo 
sinners: every word, miracle, every act, His death 
on the cross. 












His love for sinners is like the love a woman has 
for her “ten pieces” He, like the woman, is search. 
ing for those who are “down and out” in the 
dust. 


His love for sinners is like the love of a fathe 
for his lost boy. 











The study of these three Parables will be a rich 
Lesson by itself. 














that point to that day when the world will be a 
God intends. 






Program Outline 


Call to Worship: Psalm 133. 

Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

Scripture Lesson: (Have some one discuss the 
Scripture lesson above or invite some one in to 
use their own and make a short talk.) 

Prayer. 

Hymn: “We’ve a Story to Tell.” 

Talks from Presbyterian Youth. 

Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign.” 

Benediction. 
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Nov. 28: U And The UN 


Introduction 


This program is designed to enable us to find 
just where we fit in. All of us are in favor d 
the over-all ideals and objects, but it seems that 
the whole matter is so big that there is no plat 
for us to sink our personal teeth into the thing, 
even so big that it seems that it really does n0 
matter whether we do anything at all. A passagt 
of Scripture is suggested for use in this prograll 
and perhaps an outline of that Psalm will remini 
us of the attitude we must take. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Psalm 46 


1. God Is Present in our World. Verses 14 
God is not an absentee God who is unconcerl 
about what happens in our lives. Whenever ¥ 
need His help and strength He is there to pit 
vide. We know that no labor of ours is in val 
with the Lord. We are His co-workers. The bigs 
work we can do is work with God in God’s WY 
in the place where God has put us. 


2. God Has Power in Our World. Verses 4) & 
The Psalmist in poetic language reminds the Pe — 
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ple of the power of God in the world and as we 
look back down through the years we can see 
that the future has belonged to the men who 
did the job that God gave them to do, even though 
that job seemed insignificent at the time. God 
has power to do great and mighty things through 
those who trust and obey. 


3. God’s Purpose for the World. Verses 8-10. 
God is working out a purpose in this world and no 
man can stay His hand. The world shall yet know 
peace and plenty, the world shall yet bow at 
the feet of Him who is King of kings and Lord 
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of lords. 


Program Outline 

Call to Worship: Psalm 145:1-5. 
Hymn: “O Worship the King.” 
Scripture Lesson: (Let one or more present the 

sections and comment as outlined above.) 
Prayer. 
Hymn: “Savior Like A Shepherd Lead Us.” 
Talks from Presbyterian Youth. 


Hymn: “Lead On O King Eternal.” 
Benediction. 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





Church Woman's Calendar 
November 1948 


November 1-7: Days in Home Missions Study 
Season and particularly the Week of Prayer and 
Self-denial for Assembly’s Home Missions. 

November 5: World Community Day. Dedication 
of “Pack-A-Towel” overseas project. 

November 14: Assembly’s Youth Night. 

November 21-28: Orphan’s Home Week. 

November 25: Thanksgiving. 

Circle topic: “God’s Answer Manifest in the Flesh 
—The Four Gospels.” Bible reading for month: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. Monthly Emphasis: 
Evangelism. 

General Study: “Making the Most of Sunday.” 


—_—_>—_—_—- 


Women Of Appalachia And The 
Program Of Progress 

From its inception the women of Appalachia 
have been anxious to cooperate in the Program 
of Progress, and their attitude is shown by phrases 
like the following from local reports last spring: 
“determination to reach all goals,” “eager to do 
everything asked,” “knowing the plan that they 
may intelligently respond,” “working together,’ 
and “by praying.” 


At a recent Synodical meeting in Bristol, Cause 
Secretaries filed reports, but gave their allotted 
time to telling how far their goals in the Program 
of Progress had been attained, and while these 
were not fully reached, there was a definite ad- 
vance in all lines, with a background of united 
prayer and an awakening of a feeling of individual 
responsibility, together with a fuller realization 
of the urgency of making Christ known to all the 
World. Because of the wider use of our literature 
(users of Day by Day tripled in one Presbyterial) 
and more women in Training Classes, it was not 
surprising that our key word, “more” was con- 
stantly used, for when the need and opportunity 


are known, interest, work and gifts naturally 
follow. 


Personal Work and. Visitation Evangelism were 
considered of first importance. Sometimes women 
Worked with their husbands, sometimes they pre- 
pared meals at the church so that the men might 
come early for prayer and instruction, but always 
undergirding efforts with their prayers. In the 
Synod there were during the year 4075 additions 


to the church, 1587 of them by profession, 2489 








by letter. There were many calls made on pros- 
pective and inactive members, and those new in 
the community to whom the hand of Christian 
fellowship was extended. 


There was a marked spiritual growth, with a 
great increase in number of new family altars, 
prayer groups, use of prayer lists and Bible study. 
Many are reading the Bible through this year, 
and it seems easier to get Bible teachers now. 
There is more interest in supporting Assembly’s 
Training School and our other Christian insti- 
tutions. Sunday school enrollment in the Synod 
increased 2027, or 64%, over last year, but did 
not reach the 10% hoped for. Many Vacation Bible 
Schools, including several for Negroes, extended 
Christian teaching. 


That a church stagnates unless it has chapels 
was the statement of one woman, with which 
there was unanimous agreement. Instead of the 
twenty new chapels which we should have this 
year there are sixteen. Several chapels are be- 
coming regular churches this fall; several new 
church buildings and manses are being provided. 
Assistance has been given Miss Lois Calhoun, Ex- 
tension Worker, as she has organized new Sun- 
day schools. The women of one Presbytery gave a 
new station wagon to the workers in a mountain 
area, and the money for it literally poured in 
when the need was known. Each Presbytery now 
has a superintendent of Home Missions, and the 
interest is rapidly growing. 


With a clearer understanding of the meaning 
of Stewardship, there has been more systematic 
sharing not only of money but also joyous dedi- 
cation of time and talents to the Lord. Every kind 
of service has been given, and often emergencies 
call for unexpected services, as when public gath- 
erings were prohibited because of the polio situ- 
ation, one woman broadcast the Sunday school 
lesson, and another carried on by correspondence 
a Vacation Bible School. Some pray regularly 
for the United Nations and their leaders, some are 
working for better recreational conditions for our 
young people, but in whatever avenue their serv- 
ice calls them, it is all done in the name of Christ 
and for the advancement of His Kingdom. Nine 
young people during the year have dedicated them- 
selves to full-time Christian service. 


Though financially we are far below our goal, 
yet there was an increase in gifts of $17,000 from 
the women, and the self-denial offerings for For- 
eign Missions and other special causes were un- 
usually large. The amount given for our Stillman 
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scholarship was doubled this year. Offerings of 
food, clothing and money for Overseas Relief show 
that the hearts of our women are reaching out in 
Christian love. May our gifts next year be more 
worthy of Him Whom we serve. 


All Group Conferences are having their pro- 
grams based on the Program of Progress, and it is 
gratifying to see the interest displayed and the 
desire to accept the challenge. 


As we go forward in the great Program of 
Progress may we keep its goals constantly before 
us, rededicating ourselves to the Cause which it 
seeks to advance. 

—Katherine W. Carson, President, 
Women of the Church, 
Synod of Appalachia. 


—_—__————— 


General Assembly’s 
Training School 


With an enrollment of 127 students, the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Training School opened its 35th 
session on September 15th with an address by Rev. 
A. L. Currie, D.D., president of the Board of 
Trustees and pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Richmond. President Henry Wade Du- 
Bose introduced two new faculty members. Rev. 
Wade H. Boggs, Jr., Th.D., professor of Bible and 
Christian Doctrine, comes from Queens College, 
Charlotte, where he has taught for the past four 
years. Dr. Boggs is a graduate of Davidson Col- 
lege and Union Theological Seminary. He holds 
a master’s degree from the University of Rich- 
mond and in May 1948 took his degree, Doctor of 
Theology, from Union Seminary. 


Mrs. L. C. Majors of Fort Worth, Texas will 
serve during the coming session as Director of 
Field Work. Having served as regional director 
of religious education for Texas and Oklahoma, 
and as director of religious education and student 
work in local churches, Mrs. Majors brings to this 
position a wide experience that fits her admirably 
for supervising and guiding students in their prac- 
tice work. 

_Suceeding Miss Natalie Lancaster, who has re- 
tired after 25 years of service as Dean of Women, 


will be Miss Rachael Wylie, Associate Dean for 
the past two years. 


Members of student body represent 18 states 
_ and five foreign countries. Virginia has the largest 
representation, with North Carolina close behind. 
Florida and Texas tie for third place, and South 
Carolina follows in fourth place. Students have 
come from 58 different colleges and universities. 
Graduate students total 81 and compose 63 per- 
cent of the enrollment. It is interesting to ob- 
| Serve that the largest number of students from 
a college comes from a state institution, 
| Florida State University; and that the eight 
schools furnishing four or more students, include 
‘IX state institutions and two church related 
colleges, 
Student Government officers for the year are: 
Isabel Rogers, Tallahassee, Fla., president; Jane 
| Coffin, Itasea, Tex., vice-president; Doreen 
; achus, Kingsport, Tenn., secretary; Virginia 
Coffin, Itasca, Tex., treasurer; Catherine Jean 
rg San Antonio, Tex., chairman of spiritual 
ite; Bettie Currie, Austin, Tex., chairman of 


— life; and Anne Perry, Charleston, W. Va., 
editor of the annual. 








Dr. Bedinger Resigns As President 
Of Flora Macdonald College 


Dr. Henry G. Bedinger, after an administra- 
tion of eighteen years, has announced his resigna- 
tion as President of Flora Macdonald College to 
become pastor of the Presbyterian Church of 
Pineville, N. C. 


Flora Macdonald College has made_ steady 
progress during Dr. Bedinger’s administration. 
He became President in the midst of a depression 
when a large debt had accumulated during the 
lean years preceding his coming. The budget was 
balanced and the debt was liquidated through 
the activity of the Debt Liquidating Association. 


In recent years through the Flora Macdonald 
Improvement Fund, about $275,000 have been 
added to the assets of the college. A large part 
of this was added to the endowment which is 
now $355,000, of which $80,000 is in the Scholar- 
ship Fund. A part of this fund was devoted to 
improvements in the college buildings and equip- 
ment. More than half of the modernization plans 
have been completed. These plans called for a 
thorough renovation of the whole plant. 


The interest and activity on behalf of the col- 
lege by Trustees, the controlling Presbyteries of 
Fayetteville, Orange, and Wilmington, the 
Churches, and all the friends of the college are 
in greater evidence now than ever before during 
the present administration. 


Dr. Bedinger’s administration has consistently 
upheld the high educational and Christian stand- 
ards which have given Flora Macdonald its dis- 
tinctive reputation, and has contributed an im- 
portant page to the history of the college. He 
leaves the college with bright prospects for con- 
tinued progress in every way. 


Dr. Bedinger’s resignation was accepted with 
deep regret by the Board of Trustees, and the 
best wishes of the trustees and the entire personnel 
of the college and the town and community, go 
with him and his family to their new home. His 
resignation will take effect sometime in October. 


A committee of which Mr. Halbert McN. Jones, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, is Chairman 
has been appointed to recommend a successor to 
Dr. Bedinger, and will make a report at a meet- 
ing of the Board of Trustees to be held on Thurs- 
day, October 14, at the College. 

Mrs. Walter Bullock. 


—— 
Mississippi Presbyterian 
Women Of The Church 


The thirty-sixth annual meeting of the Women 
of the Church, Synod of Mississippi, was held at 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss., Sept. 7-9, 1948. 
The ladies of Jackson First Presbyterian Church 
served as hostesses at the meeting. 


Mrs. I. O. Alexander of Liberty, Miss., Synodi- 
cal president, presided over all sessions. The 
theme, “Christ—the Only Answer,” was a fitting 
subject to use in a meeting that was being held 
when all the nations of the world are seeking 
the road to peace. 


The Women of the Church, in reports, announce 
the following facts: Mississippi Synodical was 
first in the General Assembly in their per capita 
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gift, and 100 per cent in Birthday offering of 
$6,996 for Assembly’s Training School and Mon- 
treat. This Synodical made the second largest 
contribution to the training school for Negro 
women at Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


A gift of $1,000 was allocated to Mission Haven, 
Decatur, Ga., a home for returned missionaries 
and their families. This gift is to be designated 
as a memorial to the late Dr. Robert Price, M.D., 
who served 27 years as missionary in China, having 
built the Sarah Walkup Hospital, Taichow, Ku. 


Two unidentified Mississippi members of the 
Presbyterian Church have contributed $10,000 for 
the establishment of a scholarship for worthy 
girls attending Belhaven College. 


——@——. 


Youth For Christ 


In a revival -campaign described by veteran 
churchmen as “the greatest in Des Moines since 
1914 when Billy Sunday was here,” Rev. Billy 
Graham of Charlotte, N. C., Vice-President of 
Youth For Christ International, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Cliff Barrows of Modesto, Calif., and George 
Beverly Shea of Chicago were used of God as an 
evangelistic team to bring 725 people to Christ 
for salvation in the 15-day series which ended 
on Sunday night, September 26. 


Ninety-two churches in Des Moines area co- 
operated in the intensive “Christ for this Crisis” 
campaign which drew crowds up to 4,500 in Des 
Moines’ beautiful KRNT Radio Theatre. Youth 
For Christ in Des Moines, under the direction of 
Cy Jackson, sponsored the series. 


In addition to the 725 who have professed be- 
lief in Christ as Saviour, 417 young people under 
35 years of age answered the missionary call on 
the final Sunday afternoon when 29-year-old 
Graham presented a graphic and stirring message 
on world evangelization in this generation. Total 
decisions thus came to 1,142. These have been 
referred to 109 churches for follow up work. 


The final Sunday will live long in the memory 
of Des Moines people. After the missionary out- 
pouring of the afternoon, 155 others accepted 
Christ as Saviour in the final Sunday evening 
service as many of Des Moines churches closed 
their doors to cooperate in this soul-winning 
effort. A loud speaker system was set up in the 
baement to handle the overflow crowd. 


Converts came from all walks of life. Though 
sponsored by Youth For Christ, the outreach hit 
all ages. A 77-year old man from Pella, Iowa, 
was converted during the second week. Just as 
he arrived to attend the final service he slumped 
over dead in a car in front of the radio theatre. 
Entire families were converted. The elevator girl 
in the hotel in which Graham stayed was convert- 
ed. One pastor told of bringing a bus load of young 
people and having 18 of them accept Christ. 


The duets of the Barrows’, the solos of Shea 
as well as accompaniment from Dun Hustad, Her- 
man Voss, and others fitted in perfectly to prepare 
the throngs for the fiery messages of Graham. Gil 
Dodds, world champion miler, spoke one evening. 
A spirit of prayer dominated the entire campaign 
and the church people of Des Moines were melted 
together in a spirit of Christian love and soul- 
winning effort. Rev. Edward Boone of the pub- 
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lishing house which bears his name said, “This js 
the greatest thing that has happened in my 32 
years as a Christian. I’ve never seen anything 
like it.” Rev. Clayton Bolinder of the Penn Avenye 
Baptist church added that it should be done every 
year. Rev. Frank Smith of the Church of the Open 
Bible stated that the campaign had made ap 
impact on the city which all of the churches work. 
ing as units never could make. 


Graham, Barrows and Shea will conduct a three. 
week campaign in Augusta, Georgia from October 
3 - 20 os at Modesta, California from October 
24-November 14. 


a 


Roy LeCraw Available 
As Speaker 


Roy LeCraw, campaign director of the Presby. 
terian Program of Progress, again is available 
as a speaker to local churches, presbyteries, and 
synods, according to an announcement made by 
the Program of Progress office in Atlanta, Ga. 


LeCraw, who is a ruling elder of North Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., has returned 
to the Program of Progress office to serve the 
Church without remuneration in the capacity of 
campaign director of the five-year program of 
advance. Rev. H. Kerr Taylor, D.D., on leave of 
absence for a year from the staff of the Execv- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions, is executive 
secretary of the Program of Progress. 


Speaking recently at a district conference for 
men at the First Presbyterian Church, Anderson, 
S. C., LeCraw stressed anew his conviction that 
“as the Program of Progress becomes effective 
in the local church it brings together the mer, 
women, and young people, working  enthusi- 
astically, and zealously to accomplish God’s pur 
pose through the Church.” 


About one-third of the local churches in the 
General Assembly, he pointed out, are busily 
engaged in the promotion of the objectives of the 
Program of Progress and “this year, the second 
in the five-year plan, we must bring in the re 
maining two-thirds, and get them actively engaged 
in this program.” 


Returning to Atlanta, Mr. LeCraw addressed 
letters to “key men” in the synods and presby- 
teries, announcing his return to full-time service 
to the program, and asking each of these mel 
to alert the committees for full promotion of the 
Program of Progress at this time. “The ultimate 
purpose in our work,” he said, “‘is to revitalize ow 
Church and her total program, realizing that the 
Program of Progress is not a super church agency, 
but it is us—we church members—working tr 
gether to get a job done for Him.” 


——_—=— 


Spiritual Teachers 


It is useful to have spiritual teachers; and i! 
they be wise, it is wise to learn reverently from 
them; but their lessons have not been successfil 
until the learner has gained an eye for seeing tht 
truth, and believes no longer because of | 
teacher’s work, but because he has an anointilf 
from the Holy One, and knoweth all things. 


—F. W. Newmal. 
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Shall The Churches Forsake 
The Schools? 


By Esther Cockrell Justus* 


In a recent number of the Readers Digest I 
read an enlightening article named “Shall the 
Churches Invade the Schools?” In as much as 
the American School (not to mention all worthy 
institutions of learning in the history of man) is 
the direct off-spring of religious institutions which 
created, fostered, and watched as anxious parents 
this school system, is it invasion if the churches 
visit and assist in the difficulties of educating 
which our public school system truly has? 


Who but the churches opened the colonial 
schools in the middle and southern colonies? As 
for New England we may find in histories of edu- 
cation that in the little New England Town Meet- 
ing where the first public school was conceived, 
-it had been decided that unless the children were 
taught to read the Bible they would go to Hell, 
and a democratic form of government would be 
impossible. 


Of course Satan fomented_ sectarian dis- 
turbances, but we may praise God for the Supreme 
Court’s decision on 1844 that the King James 
version of the Bible is non-sectarian. Many of us 
have been enriched by Biblical education, and 
have been intelligent and loyal as we have 
sung: 

“Our father’s God, to Thee 
Author of liberty 

To Thee we sing. 

Long may our land be bright 
With freedom’s holy light. 
Protect us by Thy might! 
Great God our King’’! 


Being at present a teacher of high school stu- 
dents in a typical American public school system, 
I am impressed with their need of those funda- 
mentals of democracy so well expressed in the 
Bible and the early writings in America. There 
are so many pitfalls to bewilder or beguile as in 
the maze of printed matter available. Must we 
not surely give our youth ample opportunity to 
drink of the water of life, contained in the Bible, 
and which alone has proven the fountain source to 
all the culture of the white race? 


We should all concede the use of the New Eng- 
land Primer as an early and much used text-book 
in the American public school. Does it not funda- 
mentally read? 


“In Adam’s fall 
We sinned all.” 


Do we not realize in sober thought that all of 
Adam’s race would be lost if it were not for the 
Grace of God? But those words of our Lord, “Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free,” came true in this blessed land. For 
the early American schools produced such strength 
and character that this independent nation sprang 
from thirteen original English colonies in which 
the schools were the direct offspring of the re- 
ligious convictions of their times. 


The illustrious father of our country, George 
Washington, gave a Farewell address to the peo- 


ple which was taught thoroughly in Parker High 
School, Dayton, Ohio when I was a freshman 
there in 1920, and I quote from it: 


“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead 
to political prosperity, religion and morality are 
indispensable supports. In vain would that man 
claim the tribute of patriotism, who would labor 
to subvert these great pillars of human happiness 
these first props of the duties of men and citi- 
zens. The mere politician equally with the pious 
man ought to respect and cherish them. A volume 
could not trace all their connections with private 
and public felicity. Let it simply be asked where 
is the security for property, for reputation, for 
life, if the sense of religious obligation desert the 
oaths, which are the instruments of investigation 
in courts of justice? And let us with caution in- 
dulge the supposition, that morality can be main- 
tained without religion. Whatever may be con- 
ceded to the influence of refined education on 
minds of peculiar structure, reason and experi- 
ence both forbid us to expect, that national 
morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 
principle.” 


Would you insinuate that the churches wil 
usurp rights in defiance of our constitution? | 
recently observed a quotation from Calvin Cool- 
idge in Christian Observer, August 18: “The 
public school is the one place to put religion to 
make it effective in national life.” 


In several school rooms in which I have taught 
I put at least a part of the following quotation 
on the wall. It is from Woodrow Wilson: “It is 
difficult for a man or boy who has ever know 
the scriptures to get away from them. They wil 
follow him as an old song; they will haunt him 
like the memory of his mother. There are great 
problems before the American people. I would 
be afraid to go forward if I did not believe that 
all our schooling and all our thought were based 
on the unimpeachable Word of God.” 


In Isaiah 54:13 it is written: “And all thy chil- 
dren shall be taught of the Lord; ‘and great shall 
be the peace of thy children.” It is for us, 3% 
taxpayers, to decide whether our rising gener 
tion is to be educated with or without that great 
Book which has no equal as an educative force. 


In Isaiah 55:10, and 13 the guarantee is found 
for the fruitage resulting from Bible teaching. It 
is the only kind of education that can give that 
guarantee. “For as the rain cometh down, al 
the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, al 
bread to the eater: So shall my word be tha 
goeth forth out of my mouth, it shall not retum 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which 
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing Wheretd 
I sent it ... and it shall be to the Lord for a name, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off 


*Teacher of Bible, assisting in English, Cros 
nore High School, Crossnore, N. C. 
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Church News 


Korea 


The Moderator of Mokpo Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church of Korea, 











To the honorable Christians of America—A 
letter of thanks. 


As a representative of the one hundred and 
twenty churches of Mokpo Presbytery I offer 
thanks to you Christians in America who are one 
with us in Christ. 


During the past thirty-six years the Korean 
church has suffered much under the persecution 
of Japan. During the war, from 1943 to August 
15, 1945 it reached its climax in unspeakable suf- 
fering and persecution. During this time Christian 
suffering was like a living death. 


But God is just and He lives. Desiring to relieve 
us of our sorrow, through the success of the 
united armies, He gave us release from the domi- 
nation of Japan. And now the church here is 
having a great revival, for which we are very 
thankful. 


At this time from you, the honorable Chris- 
tians of America, we have received an expression 
of warm love in the form of much, and very 
precious clothing. We have received it with grati- 
tude beyond our power to express in words. 


May God fill you with His blessings. 


We offer our thanks and pray that God’s great 
grace may descend upon the American churches 
that have shown such precious love in behalf 
of the Korean people. 

—Yi Kun Tack. 


Presbytery Of Winchester 


The Presbytery of Winchester met in Thomas, 
Va., on September 21, 1948, at 11 a. m., 
the second day’s session being held in the Davis 


=. There were present 21 ministers and 24 
elders. 


Rev. Charles W. Kernan was elected moderator, 
and Rev. Ira B. Watson, reading clerk. 


Rev. B. E. Bain, Superintendent of the Presby- 
terian Orphans’ Home, was present and spoke on 
the work of that institution. Rev. C. R. Woody 


of Brazil spoke on the missionary work in that 
country. 


Presbytery approved the proposed amendment 
to paragraph 163 of Book of Church Order. 


A petition for Sunnyside, an outpost of the 
Winchester church, was granted, and a commis- 
‘lon was appointed to organize the group into a 


> Separate church. 


The question of adopting the plan of four 
meetings a year was docketed for consideration 


» at an adjourned meeting. 
} wet’: W. Ellsworth Orndoff was received from 


est Hanover Presbytery, and a commission was 
appointed to install him as pastor of Gerrardstown 


» and Bunker Hill churches, 
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A committee was appointed to report at the 
spring meeting on the advisability of establishing 
the office of Executive Secretary. 


The time and place of next stated meeting to 
be selected by the moderator and stated clerk. 
Joseph A. McMurray. 


——_>———_ 


Presbyterian Junior College 


A Book of the Week Club will be organized on 
Friday, November 8 at 8:00 P.M. in the library 
of Presbyterian Junior College as a community 
service project for students and the interested 
public to discuss great books under the leadership 
of Dr. Robert L. Wharton of the college faculty. 
Each Friday thereafter the plan is to consider for 
one hour such books as Don Quixote, Pilgrims 
Progress, Paradise Lost, and Heroes and Hero 
Worship. Fiction, essays, and histérical texts will 
be included. People of Maxton and adjacent com- 
munities are invited to join. There will be no 
charges. Students may receive one semester hour 
credit from the series of lecture-discussions. Pres- 
byterian Junior College invites all of its friends 
to attend. 


——_@——_—_- 


Receipts Radio Committee 


As of Oct. 5, 1948 
This Year Last Year Increase 
Benevolences ...... $17,734.68 $13,172.62 $4,562.06 
Specil Gifts $ 2,249.88 $ 15.00 $2,234.88 


$19,984.56 $13,187.62 $6,796.94 


——— 





Totals 


Contributions 


Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
to the General Assembly’s Training School. For 
the Month of September: 1948, $3,537.55; 1947, 
$2,244.71. Total to Date: 1948, $24,375.91; 1947, 
$17,689.36. 





Adventures In Good 


Reading 
AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN BOOKS 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 
(Catalog 1948-1949) 


Bible Story Books and Adventure Stories for 
the Children; Finer Christian Fiction for 
Young People and Grownups; Devotional 
Books, Bible Study Aids, Reference Works 
= Commentaries for the Bible Student and 
astor. 


Write For Free Catalog 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
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FOR THE TEACHER OF THE 
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ARNOLD'S 1949 
COMMENTARY 


By Benjamin L. Olmstead 


Full of ideas around which the busy 
teacher can easily build most interesting 
lessons, no matter what method of teach- 
ing is used—verse by verse, open dis- 
cussion, or lecture. Will help you to make 
your teaching a ministry. 236 pages $1.50. 


Order from your Book Store or: 


LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE: 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, ' 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use | 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca ; 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 
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“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN’ 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California.” 
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HERE IT IS!! One box Scripture Text Station 
ery, 10 Christmas Cards, 10 Everyday Cards— 
total value $1.50. FREE, Illuminous Cross and 
Religious Gift Catalog. It’s yours for only $1.00. 
McBETH’S RELIGIOUS ART STUDIO 


Dept. 1 — Elizabethtown, Pa. 
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Program For Week Of Nov. 14. 


Speaker: Pres. R. B. Purdum, Elkins, W. Va. 
Dr. Purdum is a native of Virginia. He received 
his undergraduate and graduate degrees at the 
University of Virginia where he majored in the 
field of Chemistry. He came to Davis and Elkins 
College in West Virginia in 1925 where for seven- 
teen years he served as Head of the Department 
of Chemistry, and has recently completed his fifth 
year as President of the College. President Pur- 
dum is active in civic and church work. Is a 
member of the Elkins City Council. He is a Pres- 
byterian Elder and a past president and active 
member of the Elkins Rotary Club. His topic 
in this series will be “Lay Evangelism.” He will 
be introduced by Dr. H. H. Thompson of the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Evangelism. 
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Humility 

“Humility is perfect quietness of heart.- It is 
for me to have no trouble; never to be fretted 
or vexed or irritated or sore or disappointed. It 
is to expect nothing, to wonder at nothing that 
is done to me, to feel nothing done against me. 
It is to be at rest when nobody praises me, and 
‘when I am blamed or despised. It is to have a 
blessed home in the Lord, where I can go in and 
shut the door, and kneel to my Father in secret, 
and am at peace as in a deep sea of calmness when 
all around and above is trouble. It is the fruit 
of the Lord Jesus Christ’s redemptive work on 
alvary’s Cross, manifest in those of His own who 
are definitely subjected to the Holy Spirit.” 

—Andrew Murray. 
—_>_—— 


The Finality Of The 
Christian Faith 


According to the Epistle to the Hebrews the 
Christian faith is final, first because it is God’s 
final word of men. Secondly, it is final because it 
meets man at the level of man’s deepest need. He 
'Who was above angels was made a little lower 
than the angels that by the grace of God He 
Might taste of death for every man. Christ has 
_ answer to death, because He is the answer 
Nit sin. Thirdly, Christian faith is final because 
| ‘t offers men free and unrestricted access to God 
» Jesus Christ, our High Priest. 


jn tofessor Howard T. Kuist of Princeton at 
/“ontreat Leadership School. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 19 


CIO MANE 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


-} CONFIRMATION 
m, BAPTISMAL £-) 
- poctors * 





For Your GIFTS 


and for Yourself! 


Choice morning and evening devo 
tional readings for every day in the 
year, by Dr. H. A. Ironside, world- 
famous Bible teacher 
The Continual Burnt Offering, 
already cherished by 50,000 read- 
ers, and its new companion volume, 
The Daily Sacrifice 
Deluxe gift set, handsomely 
bound, with gold lettering and 
slip case, per set, $2.75 
Both titles also available in reg- 
ular edition at $1.50 each. 
The Christian’s Calendar 
A daily page of Scripture verses 
and poems, with beautiful full- 
color landscape $1 each. 
Who Am 1? 
A fascinating new way to learn 
vour Bible! 52 unusual acrostics 
for all ages - for homes, Sunday 
schools, parties - perfect for 
izes! Striking, colorful binding. 
Only $1 each. 
At your bookstore 
or direct from the publisher. 


LOIZEAUX BROTHERS 


Dept. SP-2 ° 29 West 2ist Street © New York 10 





Wings For The Soul 
My Prayer 


What greeting shall I send you 
As I think of you today? 

For the wish that I would wish you 
Goes beyond what I can say; 

Yet unspoken thoughts rise heavenward 
In the silence, when we pray. 


I will breathe my intercessions 
Before God’s Altar Throne, 

And the best wish I can wish you 
Shall be told to Him alone, 

And the best thought I can send you 
Is from Him, and not my own. 


And your name shall be remembered 
In the Blessed Presence there 
Where remembrances are sacred 
And each memory holds a prayer, 
And where loving thoughts shall leave you 
In a loving Father’s care. 
—Author Unknown. 
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Great Teachers—A Contrast 
By Rev. Henry Tucker Graham, D.D. 
Red Springs, N. C. 


Among all the world’s great teachers Jesus 
Christ stands supreme. Whether He spoke to 
Nicodemus or to the woman at the well; to the 
crowds that lined the lake-shore, or to the thou- 
sands that thronged the mountainside, He “spake 
as never man spake.” And the reason is clear. In 
His teaching God stood always at the pulsing heart 
of things. It is written: “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of 
the Holy is understanding.” “In the beginning 
God’’—tthe same yesterday, today, and forever.” 


An individual that finds no place for God in his 
life, or an Institution that finds no place for God 
in its curriculum, is more than a failure. It is a 
positive menace. For, as the Duke of Wellington 
once declared, “Education without religion would 
surround us with clever devils.” 


Just here, then, lies the difference between 
a and even the greatest teachers of the pagan 
world. 


Take Confucius, for instance—the Great Sage 
of China and a truly gifted and remarkable man. 
In his “five relations’ Confucius found no place 
for God, and taught nothing as to a future life. 
He is even credited with the dismal confession 
that he knew so little of this life that he would 
not even venture a guess as to another. Blind 
leader of the blind he left men facing a blank wall 
“having no hope and without God in the world.” He 
was not, then, in any proper sense, a teacher of 
religion, and his teachings in no wise constituted 
a system of religion. It was a mere system of 
philosophy and ethics—a finely wrought watch 
without a mainspring. It moulded his own nation 
to a marked degree, but left that nation blind 
and barren and stagnant. 


Or, take Socrates, one of the most picturesque 
and romantic figures in history—patriot and phi- 
losopher, soldier and sage. Socrates appealed 
strongly to the learned loungers of the Agora— 
the stoics and philosophers who were chiefly occu- 
pied in “hearing or telling some new thing.” But 
he had no message that touched the bowed and 
hungry heart of the multitude. He put his disciples 
through a rather rigid system of mental gymnastics, 
and added something of real value to the world’s 
modes of thinking. But Socrates founded no new 
religion. He did not even purify the old from its 
festering sores. He charted no path that pointed 
heavenward. 


Long afterward the greatest of the disciples 
of the Galilean teacher also trod the streets of 
classic Athens that had once echoed the tread of 
Socrates. He too stood in its far famed Agora, 
and talked with those who gathered about him. He 
spoke from the crest of the Areopagus. Later he 
wrote this indictment of Athens and Rome and 
China, and all the Christless world beside: ‘Pro- 
fessing themselves to be wise they became fools, 
and changed the glory of the incorruptible God 
into an image made like to corruptible man, and 
to birds, and four-footed beasts and creeping 
things.” 


A contrast: The man of Athens said as he faced 
death: “I owe a cock to Aesculapius.” The man of 
Tarsus as he neared his end: “I am not ashame! 
of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth.” 
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In summing up the case then we reach this 
conclusion: 


The teaching of Confucius is static. It reached 
out no hand of help to other lands, and left China 
standing in its tracks for 2300 years. 


The teaching of Socrates is gymnastic, A high 
type of mental exercise which stretched the muscles 
of the mind. 


. The teaching of Jesus is dynamic. It wakens the 
intellect. It rouses the conscience. It grips and 
warms the heart. It transforms the life. Because 
back of great truths, clothed in garments of light 
and beauty, stands the world’s grandest teacher— 
at once the embodiment and interpreter of all that 
he taught—a personality of infinite charm, per 
vasive, persuasive, compelling. To all those who 
have attained to that “beginning of wisdom” of 
which the wisest of the Ancients spoke, He is 
the unchallenged Master of mind and heart. 


A beautiful and familiar story will illustrate the 
difference between Jesus Christ and all others. A 
group of literary men was gathered in London 
‘he question was raised as to what they would do 
if some of the Master minds of the past shoul 
suddenly appear in their midst. Shakespeare, Mi- 
ton, and others of the world’s great were passe 
in review, and then the name of Christ was spoket. 
Whereupon Charles Lamb, who always stammere 
when under excitement, rose and stammered forth: 
“You see if Shakespeare should come, we would 
all rise, but if HE should appear, we would fal 
upon our knees.” 


For He is “the chiefest among 10,000, the Ont 
altogether lovely.” 
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JUDGEMENT RESERVED 

(Continued from Page 4) 
thing which seemed strange was the detailed 
knowledge of his misdeeds. In fact, times and 
places were given but all were passed on by word 
of mouth. 


Three days ago we happened to hear this man 
over the radio again. He was denouncing the liquor 
industry and it was the most fearless denunciation 
we had ever heard, as he openly warned sheriffs, 
police and other enforcement officers of their 
known acceptance of bribes and “shake downs” 
and that God would judge them if men did not. 
We could but admire this man for his great 
courage, for, while telling the truth he was run- 
ning grave danger himself. 


And then, these attacks against his personal 
character which we had recently heard came to 
mind. Was not this the answer? The liquor in- 
dustry hates and fears men who expose the misery 
and corruption of their trade and, as has been 
proven again and again, they will stop at nothing 
to counteract opposition to their hellish business. 


We do not know this radio evangelist but after 
hearing his arraignment of liquor and dishonest 
law officers and then think of these slanders 
against his character—judgment mamageen 3c 


——$_$ 


One In Christ - The Message 
Of Amsterdam 


THE WORLD COUNCIL IN ITS 
FELLOWSHIP 


Out of our faith has come our fellowship... 
There is one Lord, one faith and one baptism. Since 
there is only one Christ, the Head, so there is only 
one Church the Body. Our unity is in the Lord 
Jesus Christ whom we confess as God and Saviour. 
But this unity in Christ as also our holiness in 
Him is received by faith. 


At 10:40 Monday August the 28rd, the World 
Council of Churches was constituted to manifest 
this faith. In the Message thereof: “We bless God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gathers together in 
one the children of God that are scattered abroad. 
We are one in acknowledging Him as God and 
Saviour. Christ has made us His own and He is not 
divided. In seeking Him we find one another. Here 
at Amsterdam we have committed ourselves afresh 
‘o Him, and have covenanted with one another in 
| Constituting this World Council of Churches. We 
intend to stay together.” 


_ Similarly in the report on the Universal Church, 
it ls said: “God has given to His people in Jesus 
Christ a unity which is His creation and not our 
achievement. We praise and thank Him for a 
mighty work of His Holy Spirit, by which we have 
een brought together to discover that, notwith- 
standing our divisions, we are one in Jesus Christ.” 


In this unity in Christ there is no effort to 
‘onceal differences, but there is a desire to face 
— talk about these divergences as matters that 
all Within the family of God’s people. In Report 1 
and in Canon Hodgson’s discussion of the same 
k clear line is drawn between the “catholic” and 
protestant” conceptions of unity and continuity. 
atholic” contains a primary insistence upon 

€ visible continuity of the Church in the apos- 


Build a Better Tomorrow 


hy what you do today! 


What can I do? everyone asks. You can help make 
this world a better place to live in by facilitating 
the world-wide distribution of the Bible. Simply 
send us your contribution. Or better still, why not 
make your own future more secure in purchas- 
ing an American Bible Society Annuity Agree- 
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| booklet PJ-7 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
—- I enclose $___for the world-wide distri- 
| bution of the Scriptures. 
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tolic succession of the episcopate. “Protestant” 
primarily emphasizes the initiative of the Word 
of God and the respose of faith focussed in the 
doctrine of justification sola fide. For the “catho- 
lic” we must be united under this historic episco- 
pate, for the “protestant” we are already one in 
Jesus Christ. Each seeks to recognize and re- 
spect the other’s way of apprehending the Church 
of Christ. Our disagreements are within our agree- 
ments. 


Each Christian group and indeed every congre- 
gation is called to a conscious recognition of the 
world-wide Christian fellowship of which it is a 
part. Each Sunday in its worship it should re- 
member and pray for the innumerable company 
throughout the world who on the same day are 
worshipping and witnessing to the same Lord Jesus 
Christ—each takes a part in the total work of 
evangelizing the world for Him. As missions has 
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made a World Council possible, so the Council 
calls on us for world evangelization. 


Or as Secretary Sir Visser t’ Hoffd expresses 
the matter: “We are a fellowship in which the 
Churches after a long period of ignoring each 
other come to know each other. We are a fellow- 
ship in which the Churches enter into serious and 
dynamic conversation with each other about their 
differences in faith, in message, in order. We are 
a fellowship in which Christian solidarity is 
practised, so that the Churches aid their weak 
or needy sister-Churches. We are a fellowship 
in which common witness is rendered to the Lord- 
ship of Christ, in all matters in which a common 
word for the Churches and for the world is given 
to us. We are above all a fellowship which seeks 
to express that unity in Christ already given to 
us and to prepare the way for a much fuller 
and much deeper expression of that unity.” 


In this fellowship of acquaintance, of conver- 
sation of intercession, of mutual aid and of wit- 
ness bearing Pastor Niemoeler in his concentra- 
tion camp was a kind of symbol or focus of unity. 
Later reunion meetings of churchmen from re- 
cently warring nations symbolized our united 
fellowship. The gifts to the needy, the work for 
the prisoners of war, the care for the milling 
hordes of refugees or displaced persons are ave- 
nues in which this fellowship in Christ finds ex- 
pression. The Central Committee appealed in the 
name of the World Council for the release of 
Bishop Louis Ordass arrested by the Hungarian 
government as he was leaving for the Council 
meeting. 


As an organization the World Council does not 
conceive of itself as in anp sense a super-Church 
or a center of ecclesiastical power. It does not, 
like Rome, seek to represent both the Body and 
the Head of the Church in an earthly organization. 
It only seeks to indicate the unity ot the Body 
under its heavenly Head, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
As a matter of tact the World Council has not 
even a single President, but a group of some half 
dozen presidents representing as many countries 
and communions. It is a representation of unity 
based on our councilliar or presbyterian principle 
not on the hierarchial principle that finds its 
head in a pope. It is not a counter Roman Catho- 
lic structure. The World Council has an As- 
sembly composed of delegates selected by the par- 
ticipating Churches and then a continuation com- 
mittee composed of a smaller number of these 
principals or delegates, and an executive commit- 
tee chosen from the continuation committee and 
secretariat chosen by these committees. The 
Chairman of the Continuation Committee is not 
even one of the Presidents of the Council, but 
one chosen by the Committee. There are too many 
officers to recognize any one of them as a 
“Protestant” pope. 


If there is one element in the organization of 
the First Assembly that gives your correspondent 
pause it is the large place given the Study De- 
partment Commission, its chairman, and its con- 
sultants in the conduct of the Assembly. Gen- 
erally these were not delegates and yet they often 
exercised far more influence and authority than 
the delegates elected by the several churches. And 
when it came to electing a President from among 
the newer Churches he was chosen not from the 
delegates elected by these Churches but from 
among the consultants chosen by the Study De- 
partment Commission. The Central Committee is 
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giving the matter of these consultants furthe 
study. Also scholars ought to be invited to serve 
as consultants (‘“‘co-opted’”’) on the same basis that 
churches are invited to membership in the Worl 
Council. The Study Department ought not to he 
a modification of the World Council—it ought to 
rest as explicitly as the Council does upon Christ 
as God and Saviour. 


On the world scene the establishment of the 
World Council of Churches is envisaged as q 
living expression of Christian fellowship trap. 
scending race and nation, class and culture, knit 
together in faith, service and understanding. 


—Wnm. C. R. 


——_—@——— 


The Older Minister 


One evening this summer a Superintendent of 
Home Missions in one of our Presbyteries said to 
this writer: “We need nine ministers in our Pres. 
bytery at once. Can you suggest some men to me? 
We prefer older ministers. Our experience with 
‘boy preachers’ has been unhappy. We want ma 
ture men.” 


This was indeed something new. For some years 
Churches have clamored for “young preachers.” 
Perhaps this fad is passing. We are inclined to 
believe that it is. A year ago a Pulpit Committee 
recommended a minister to the congregation who 
was fifty-six years of age. We were surprised and 
asked one of the committee about this. His reply 
was: “Our last two ministers were young men wh 
experimented on us. This time we feel we needa 


man of larger experience and more spiritual m- 
turity.” 


After all is said and done, age is a relative mat 
ter. Much depends upon the individual. Plato was 
productive at eighty-one. He died at his desk with 
a vigorous mind. Isocrates wrote one of his best 
books at ninety-four. On the other hand, Roger 
Bacon complained of himself at fifty-three as al: 
ready an old man. Sir Walter Scott lamented of 
himself at fifty-five as a “grey old man.” Youth 
should not be despised, nor age penalized. We need 
both, and both have contributions to offer the 
Church of Christ. 


Too often the older minister has not been appre 
ciated. This seems to be an ancient infirmity. The 
Old Testament contains a dramatic story of a dep 
utation going to Samuel, the aged servant of God, 
and requesting him to resign. The only thing they 
could say against him was: “Behold, thou art old! 
We cannot but wonder about the age of the mel 
on this committee. They did not realize that # 
this time Samuel knew more about God and life 
than ever before. He also knew more than Saul 
who would follow him in executing the administt* 
tive responsibilities of Israel. 


Several weeks ago we heard a retired ministe 
preach a magnificent sermon. We doubt if he evel 
preached a better sermon in his life. There was 2 
skimmed milk in it. It was all cream. It was bul 
on the Word of God and the experience of a humal 
heart. We could not but feel that many congreg* 


tions in our Church needed just what this man of 
God had to offer. 


Five students were once sitting and talking 
gether in a city in which there was to be an ext 
cution the next morning. They were discussing the 
murderer and the minister he had sent for to 
him. And, like students, they began to put to om 
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another: “Suppose you were to be executed to- 
morrow, for which minister in the city, or even in 
the whole land would you send?” And, like stu- 
dents again, they said: “Let each one write down 
yn a piece of paper the name of the minister he 
would choose to be beside him at the last, and we 
shall see each man’s last choice.” They did so, 
when, to their astonishment, it was discovered that 
they had all written the same minister’s name! 
Now what age minister do you suppose they se- 
lected? Was he a young minister at the zenith of 
jis popularity? No, he was a man of years and ex- 
yrienced in pointing sinners to the Lamb of God 
Who is able to save unto the uttermost. He knew 
what justifying righteousness is and how the soul 
can secure it through faith to escape the heavy 
wath of God. 


The proverb that tells us that “Knowledge 
comes, but wisdom lingers,” cannot be disputed. 
Qur younger men may possess vast quantities of 
fyetual knowledge, but it takes time to acquire 
vsdom. Our Churches will be wise in utilizing the 
visdom of our older ministers. Each period of life 
produces its own assets. Grattan has put it: “At 
wenty, the will reigns; at thirty, the wit; at forty, 
the judgment; afterward, proportion of character.” 
let us therefore endeavor to make our older min- 
isters of Christ feel that they are still useful and 
have an essential place to fill in the ongoing of 
Christ’s Kingdom. Frequently the world is not 
kind or considerate to the aged, but the Church 
should not follow the example of the world. Per- 
haps the Commission on the Minister and His 
Work could explore the tendency to throw our 
dlder ministers upon the scrap heap and encourage 
local Churches to utilize these older men with ex- 
perience, and a reasonable amount of vigor and 
zest for work. These men have something good to 
say to our day and what they want to say is au- 
thentieated by years of fellowship with Christ. 

—J.R.R. 
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Drawing The Net 


We recently heard a preacher speaking of 
another and he used this expression: “God has 
given him a peculiar gift in drawing the net.” 
He then went on to elaborate. “This man never 
preaches but what he expects to see souls saved 
and as a result God has used and is using him in 
4 marvelous way as an evangelist.” 


As we have thought of this remark we have 
thought of those who say that the day of mass 


evangelism is past. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 


We admit that there are those who have made 
mass evangelism a racket and that there are 


those who have superceded spiritual effort by 
‘motional appeal. 


Recognizing all of this we not only argue, we 
om that the method of mass evangelism is 
sill a valid and potent way of bringing men to 


~trist. There are people who will never be won 
Many other way. 


, There are those who argue that through emo- 
onal stress many respond to the appeal who 


ae not ¢ 


dist onvicted of sin. They also point with 


: avor to those who have thus publicly come 
a and later shown no lasting evidence of 
i Version. This is only too true but fishermen 
aw in undesirable fish and water creatures 





A Pipe Organ Within Reach 
Of Your Church 


Moller two-manual Pipe Organ in use at 
every service is to be replaced by larger and 
more expensive Organ. Congregation will 
sell present Organ very reasonably if buyer 
will assume cost of taking down present 
Organ, transportation and installation in new 
location. Contact James C. Harper, First 
Presbyterian Church, Lenoir, North Carolina. 











with every hauling of the net. Do they stop fish- 
ing for that reason? Of course not. 


Billy Sunday was told that some of his work 
was not lasting. His reply was: ‘“‘Neither is a bath, 
but it does you good.” 


This is a plea for continued mass evangelism, 
along with every other method which the Lord 
honors and uses to the salvation of souls. 


When the Word is faithfully preached the Holy 
Spirit will honor that preaching and the “fishers 
of men” have every right to expect a harvest. 
Do not fail to draw the net, God will honor your 
faith and souls will be saved. —L.N.B. 
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“A Guide To Confident 
Living” 
Every Christian physician and every minister 


should read this book by Dr. Norman Vincent 
Peale, Pastor of the Marble Collegiate Church. 


If one takes it up with the clear understand- 
ing that the approach is not theological, but rather 
the presentation of a technique for bringing 
spiritual methods face to face with the defeats 
and frustrations all around us, then he will get 
a blessing from its reading and find helpful meth- 


ods of dealing with the people who daily cross his 
path. 


Dr. Peale is not writing a theoretical treatise. 
His book is filled with “case histories’; men and 
women who have come to him for help and who 
have been led to the One who heals. 


In a few places one feels that the methods 
smack of those of Coue, but this is dispelled by 
reading the book in its entirety. 


The expression, “I could not lay the book down 
until I had finished reading it,” has rarely been 
true in our experience. Not only was it true in 
this case but, as we read it one Sunday night re- 
cently we had our hearts stirred and our resolve 
strengthened to try to do more to pass on to 
others the way of peace in the heart without which 
life holds so little. This “Guide To Confident 
Living” will help those who read it.—L.N.B. 





Introduce your friends to The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal. Write for free sample copies. 
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EPARTMENTS OF BIBLE OF OuR PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGEs? 


THE BIBLE AT THE CENTER 


The Presbyterian And Reformed Churches Believe And Teach 


That God has revealed Himself to man in nature and revelation. 


That the Bible clearly teaches what man is to believe concerning God, 
and what duty God requires of man. 


That the eternal Word became incarnate in Jesus Christ, who is the 
Way and the Truth and the Life. 


Our Presbyterian Colleges 


Seek to guide youth into a knowledge of the laws of God in the natural world and also in + 
the realm of the spirit, and to fashion their affections and their wills in harmony with those 
Laws. The State has practically said to the schools: ‘You shall not teach religion.” Ou { 
Church's colleges will not fail in their God-given task. 


A Word-wide - Age-long Need 


William James, the author of The Varieties Of Religious Experience, years ago declared: 
"We and God have business with each other; and in opening ourselves to His influence : 


+ 
* 
our deepest destiny is fulfilled. The universe, at those parts of it which our personal being } 
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constitutes, takes a turn genuinely for the worse or for the better in proportion as each of us ? 
fulfills or evades God's demands.” 


Have you noted in the daily papers, magazines and books how many men and women are + 
today declaring, sometimes in crude language, their belief that the only hope of our anxious 7 
and troubled world is to know and to do the will of God? 
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The Contribution Of The Christian College 


Woodrow Wilson said: "I would be afraid to go forward if I did not believe that there lay at 
the foundation of all our schooling the incomparable, the unimpeachable Word of God.” 


The teachers of the Bible in our colleges are working at those foundations. They are co 
operating with the other professors to develop men and women of character, who will be 
able to teach others also in the homes, the churches and the schools and the various groups 
of the social order. 


Your Help Needed 


Pray for these teachers in our colleges. Encourage them in their work. Support the institu 
tions that make possible their priceless contribution to the Church and the world. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 
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Wade H. Boggs _.____ Executive Secretary William H. Hopper _.._. 
410 Urban Building — Louisville 2, Ky. 
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